
REACH Implementation

Registration
Registration is the process by which chemicals producers provide a technical dossier of data to 
European authorities in order to continue placing their substances on the European market.

Authorisation
Authorisation is a longer-term process involving substances classified as hazardous by the European Union. The manufacturers and/or 
users of such substance may have to apply to the European authorities for authorisation to continue marketing and using them.

Restrictions

Plasticisers and 
REACH

• �Plasticisers are plastic 
additives that help make 
PVC flexible and durable. 
As such they are used in 
many consumer items 
from shower curtains  
to flooring

• �The main phthalate 
plasticisers are in a good 
position for REACH as 
they are rich in the data 
required for registration

• �The plasticisers DINP and 
DIDP have already been 
assessed by the European 
Union and found to be safe 
in all current consumer 
applications

Finding out more

The European Chemicals Agency
http://ec.europa.eu/echa/home_en.html

Phthalate plasticisers and REACH
http://www.phthalates.com

Information on DINP and REACH
http://www.dinp-facts.com

Information on DIDP and REACH
http://www.didp-facts.com
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Evaluation 
Evaluation is a process through which the authorities can require registrants, 
and in very limited cases downstream users, to provide further information. 

1 June - 
30 November 
2008 
DINP/DIDP 
producers 
pre-register

January 2009
List of pre-
registered 
substances 
published

Before 
December 2010
DINP/DIDP 
producers 
register (+1000t)

From 2011
Rules for import of 
hazardous substances 
in articles take effect 
(article 7)

June 2013

Registration 
deadline (+100t)

June 2018
Registration 
deadline (+10t)

1 December 2011 
Draft rolling action 
plan for evaluations

June 2009 
First priority list of 
substances

From June 2008 
Development of candidate list. 
Retailer obligation to respond 
to consumer questions on 
substances in products 
(article 33)

June 2011  
Second priority list  
of substances

June 2013 
Third priority list of 
substances

June 2009 
Process replaces 
existing legislation

June 2015
Fourth priority list  
of substances

January 2013 
Decisions on authorisation 
applications on first priority 
substances

Restrictions is the process through which the European Union may limit the production, marketing and use of 
substances on a Europe wide basis if risks are not adequately controlled.


